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Wen Chung’s Retirement Party 
by Michele Choy

On Wednesday, May 18, 110 supporters came 
out to Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant to wish 
Wen Chung Lin a happy retirement after 33 years as a dedicated 
and loyal executive vice president for the Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce of Hawaii. He has had the privilege to work under many 
presidents and has done so much for the Chinese Chamber. 

The informal part of the program began with the introduction 
of the incoming Executive Vice-President taking the place of Wen, 
Sonny Zhang, and wife, Haining Yang. Sonny served in sever-
al Executive Committee positions over 10 years ago prior to leav-
ing for personal reasons. Due to the pandemic continuing for over 
two years, many members were not able to meet the new Chamber 
Secretary who took over Lucia Liang’s position, so we also wel-
comed Tina Ge and her husband, Charlie Song.

When the delicious dinner prepared especially for the guests and 
Wen was over, a short formal program was held. It started with a 
video of Wen at many chamber events and on many Narcissus Queen 
Goodwill tours, but many times, he was always behind the scenes. 
Russell Lau and Calvin Say each presented Wen with a proclama-
tion. Vernon Ching read three letters from the China Association for 
International Friendly Contact, the U.S.-China People’s Friendship 
Association, and Colleen Xu, formerly of China Travel Service. 
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Following that, several past 
presidents were given the op-
portunity to express their mem-
ories and sentiments to Wen. 
The evening ended with Wen 
giving his departing remarks, 
capped with a toast by President 
Russell Lau.

Although the retirement 
party was not a surprise, the 
program was indeed a surprise 
for Wen, who was deeply 
moved and touched and a photo 
of the 20 Past Presidents was 
taken with him.

Many thanks to all who 
made Wen Chung’s retirement 
party one that he’ll always 
remember.
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The Chamber has been very busy these 
past few months. There have been 
many activities that have consumed 
much of our time in the planning and 
execution phases. The following is a 
brief summary of our activities.

On Saturday, April 2, master of 
ceremonies Devon Nekoba, actor and 
DJ at 94.7 KUMU, launched the Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii’s 
72nd annual Narcissus Festival Queen 
Pageant at the Dr. Richard T. Mamiya 
Theatre at St. Louis School in Kaimuki. 
President-Elect Jonathan Cook, served 
as General Chairman of the prestigious 
event. Michele Choy was the Queen 
Pageant Chair and Executive Producer.

The 72nd Narcissus Contestants 
and the 71st Narcissus Court performed 
in the opening number, choreographed 
by 71st Narcissus Queen, Jamie Lee. 
Approximately 300 guests enjoyed 
a medley of songs, including “Eye of  
the Tiger,” appropriate in this Year of 
the Tiger.

At the culmination of the Pageant, 
for the first time, each contestant’s 
mother presented a rose arm bouquet to 
their daughter in the awards ceremony. 
The members of the 72nd Narcissus 
Court: Narcissus Queen Jenalyn Ng; 
1st Princess Laura Lyn Tan; 2nd 
Princess Mae Tonge; 3rd Princess 
Zena Li Demapan; and 4th Princess 
Juliana Chang.

On Saturday, April 23, an exciting 
lion dance by Gee Yung Martial Arts 
kicked off the 72nd annual Narcissus 

Queen Coronation Banquet at Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant. Stephanie Lum, 
news anchor for Hawaii News Now, was mistress of ceremonies. Governor David Ige 
gave welcoming remarks.

The 250 guests enjoyed a sumptuous 11-course meal featuring special dishes, such 
as Stir-Fried Shrimp with Puffed Rice and Salty Egg Yolk, Slow Cooked Beef Brisket 
with Sweet Potato Thread, and Lobster with Special Black Bean Sauce on a Bed of 
Noodles. Elevated wines were served adding to the merriment of the occasion.

Elegant white linens adorned the tables and Diamond Head Chocolate fortune 
cookies printed with the Narcissus Festival logo and special message embellished each 
place setting. Centerpieces included tropical florals, such as bird of paradise, red ginger, 
ti leaves, and song of India. 

Calista Leong Pace, daughter of former Narcissus Princess, Janelle Leong, 
and granddaughter of sponsor Royal Contracting carried the scepter. Harper Davis, 
granddaughter of Michele Choy carried the Perpetual Crown that Governor Ige 
bestowed on Queen Jenalyn Ng.

The 2020-2021 and 2022 Narcissus Queens and their Courts circulated among the 
guests in a processional, showcasing their sparkling tiaras and stunning cheongsam 
evening gowns. The guests enjoyed entertainment provided by a few of the 2020-2021 
Princesses, and especially guest erhu player, Tsun Hui Hung. Elvira Lo donated  
and presented red rose arm bouquets as a final farewell to the 71st Narcissus Queen 
and Court.

 On May 18, under the stewardship of Michele Choy, we hosted a retirement party 
for Wen Chung Lin. 110 people attended, including 20 past Chamber presidents and 
five Narcissus Queens, Ying Ying Lee, Lisa Wong, Brittany Lee, Ningjin Miao, and 
current queen, Jenalyn Ng. Alan Ho donated the Long Life Peach buns as his gift  
to Wen. 

Wen smiled the entire evening. And we are sure that Wen’s wife, April, was very 
happy that her husband was so very much appreciated by the Chamber. Wen has been 
with the Chinese Chamber of Commerce for 33 years and has been an invaluable 
employee as executive vice-president. Wen’s last day as Chamber executive vice 
president will be Tuesday, May 31.

Wen Chung was born in Nanjing, but raised in various cities (Guangzhou, 
Zhongshan, Macau, and Shanghai) since his father was a military officer. With a desire 
to come to America, he applied for a visa to come to Hawaii. With the support and 
approval of Premier Zhou Enlai and with the sponsorship of Senator Hiram Fong, in 
1974, he was the first Chinese citizen to come and live in America. This was big news 
in Hawaii and the other United States. 

His dedication and hard work have enabled the Chamber to transition into the 
21st-century and to keep up with the changing times. The Chamber owes a great deal of 
gratitude to Wen for helping the new President each year to assimilate the Chamber’s 
mission and goals.

Immediately after retiring, Wen and his wife, April, will be traveling to the Greater 
Los Angeles Area to visit their large family. Following that stop, they will be traveling 
to Orlando, Florida, where they own real estate. Wen’s future plans include cooking 
amazing meals with April.

And now, the end of my year serving as your president is fast approaching. Before 
turning the reins over to the capable hands of President-Elect Jonathan Cook, I have 
one last President’s Message to prepare for the May Lantern. Until then, may all of you 
stay safe and keep your N95/KN95/KF94 masks handy since Omicron subvariants are 
still on the loose.

President
Russell Lau
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72nd Annual Narcissus Festival 
Concluded

The 72nd annual Narcissus Pageant was held at the Mamiya 
Theatre on the St. Louis School campus in Kaimuki. The 
competition ran from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Sat., April 2. After 
the opening number, talent performances, gown phase, and 
questions and answers, came what the lovely, young contestants 
had been working hard on for months, the results. First came 
several awards: Miss Popularity Jenalyn Ng, and Miss Talent 
(for a vocal number) and Miss Congeniality Laura Tan. (For 
those who aren’t familiar with the awards , Miss Popularity is 
based on souvenir book and Pageant ticket sales while Miss 
Congeniality is determined by a vote of the contestants). And 
then the long-awaited announcement of the 72nd Narcissus 
Queen and Court: Narcissus Queen Jenalyn Ng; 1st Princess 
Laura Lyn Tan; 2nd Princess Mae Tonge; 3rd Princess Zena 
Li Demapan; and 4th Princess Juliana Chang.

The Coronation of the 72nd Narcissus Queen took place on 
Sat., April 23. Some 250 guests, including family and friends 
of the Queen and her Court as well as Chamber officers, direc-
tors, and members, gathered for the event. The exciting evening  

featured the usual delicious multi-course food (some of the 
eleven courses had exotic names) from the Jade Dynasty 
Seafood Restaurant. 

Chamber 2022-23 Officers
The election of officers for the next fiscal year was held on 
Fri., March 5. The Chamber’s 2022-23 Executive Committee 
will be President Jonathan Cook, President-Elect Michael 
Young, First Vice President Sarah Moy, Second Vice President 
Angie Shiroma, Third Vice President Michelle Wong, English 
Secretary Yu Shing Ting, Chinese Secretary Cy Feng, Treasurer 
Brandon Lau, and Assistant Treasurer Cynthia Yamasaki. 
Immediate Past President Russell Lau will move on to helm the 
Chinese Chamber Foundation. Congratulations to each of you.

COVID Update
As of the stroke of midnight on Fri., March 25, the Hawaii 
indoor mask mandate was lifted and the Safe Travels program 
was suspended. (Perhaps fittingly or ironically, the 50th state 
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Celebrating
culture.
First Hawaiian Bank is proud to support
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii’s 
72nd Annual Narcissus Festival. Your efforts
to perpetuate the Chinese culture are
creating a rich and diverse Hawaii where
we can achieve great things together.
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Marcus Mariota
Island Insurance Customer

Life doesn’t always 
move in a straight line.

There will be moments of triumph. 
There will be challenges that test you. 
There will be times of calm. 
There will be setbacks you never saw coming.

The best way to keep moving forward is to get 
back on your feet. And having trusted allies by 
your side to help pave the way on the road ahead 
can make all the difference.

For over 80 years and together with our partner 
agents, Island Insurance has been helping 
people recover from the unexpected. As the 
only locally owned P&C insurer in Hawaii, Island 
protects businesses of all sizes and individuals 
like Marcus Mariota, all while keeping your money 
working right here in Hawaii. 

Island roots. Island values.

A Proud Supporter of the 
72nd Annual Narcissus Festival
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was the last state to end the mask mandate). While that may 
be a popular move in Hawaii and elsewhere throughout the 
U.S., people should remember that the recent Omicron surge 
has been succeeded by first by the Omicron BA.2 subvariant 
as the dominant strain through the country (86% of cases 
globally), and now the Omicron BA.2.12.1, which accounts for 
58% of all new U.S. cases. In light of the ongoing pandemic 
with successive subvariants due to mutations of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus since arriving in the U.S. in Jan. 2020, one should 
probably consolidate storage of your N95/KN95/KF94 masks 
as well as any unused, free rapid coronavirus tests that were sent 
out upon request over the last few months.

Speaking of free tests, the federal government has started a 
third round of free at-home tests, this time with eight tests per 
household. (The first two rounds each involved four tests per 
household). The test kits will be shipped postage-free in two 
packages (four test kits per package), and delivered by the U.S. 
Postal Service. To order, go to www.covid.gov/tests or call 800-
232-0233. 

Getting back to face masks, since October 2020, it has 
been known that the coronavirus is transmitted through the 
air. Droplets are expelled when people yell, cheer or sing, 
transmitting the virus in crowds, especially in confined places 
or areas with poor air circulation while much smaller aerosols 
are normally produced as we exhale. (According to a report in 
the May 24 NY Times, unmasked infected people or instructors 
can pass aerosols during strenuous workouts in gyms/health 
clubs and infect unmasked people; one incident cited in 2020 
was in Hawaii). 

For this reason, the current recommendation is to discard 
less protective cloth masks and to make use of high-quality 
N95/KN95/KF94 masks, which have high-tech filtering fibers 
that will screen out the larger particles as well as 94-95% of the 
aerosols. According to the “unscientific” Big Q poll in the Mar. 
27 Honolulu Star-Advertiser, 68% of the respondents will NOT 
stop wearing such masks indoors to protect both themselves 
and others. (36% think that wearing masks is “a good health 
practice” while 32% are “still worried about COVID-19”). 
One should note the Japanese custom of wearing face masks, 
whether back in Japan or walking along Kalakaua Avenue, if 
the wearer is ill, dates back to at least the 2002-2003 SARS 
pandemic, if not earlier.

Finally, on March 30, the CDC authorized a second booster 
shot for those 50 and over if it’s been four months since the 
original Pfizer/BioNTech or Moderna booster shot. A Pfizer/
BioNTech or Moderna booster is also authorized for those who 
received the J&J primary shot and booster at least four months 
ago. Sadly, according to the Washington Post, while 65.6% of 
adult Americans are “fully vaccinated,” less than a third have 
received a booster shot. (In Hawaii, the estimated numbers are 
77.8% fully vaccinated and 50.5% of them have received a 
booster shot).

Once again, isle COVID-19 cases are surging and according 
to news reports on May 23, Oahu is again in the red zone with 
a high-risk of community spread; masks are recommended for 
indoor gatherings, regardless of vaccine status. And or those 
eligible for a booster (or even those who have resisted even the 
initial shots), you can go online to www.hawaiicovid19.com/
vaccine to find a nearby vaccination location. If you don’t have 
any of the free COVID tests and need to be tested, Hawaii News 
Now reported that the City was expanding mobile testing at 
Honolulu International Airport to a daily basis, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., as well as Honolulu Hale on Fridays and Kapolei Hale on 
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at either location. Prior to 
testing, you must pre-register at the City’s Lumisight Web site 
(https://oahucitypass.lumisight.com/) and get a QR code.

Economic Update
It seems like only yesterday that we were celebrating the 
arrival of a new year, but we’re closer to the midpoint. Yet 
the U.S. economy powers along: since mid-January 2021, the 
U.S. economy has been surprisingly strong. Despite inflation 
at the gas pump and supermarket (or big box stores like 
Costco), consumers continue to spend. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, consumer spending in April was up for the 
fourth straight month despite inflation still at a 40-year high. 
Paradoxically, consumer confidence slipped in April, according 
to Reuters. There are lingering concerns that there may be a 
recession, but an inverted yield curve apparently warns of a 
recession “some time” in the next two years. In addition, while 
the Federal Reserve may have belatedly begun to raise interest 
rates, according to a May 4 New York Times graph, the last five 
recessions and five of the last seven have occurred as a result of 
the Fed cutting interest rates.

Meanwhile, in Hawaii, the 31st State legislature adjourned 
on Thursday, May 5. Before doing so, it passed H.B.2510 
,which incrementally increases the current state minimum 
wage of $10.10 in annual steps to $18.00 on January 1, 2028. 
According to CBS News, that would potentially be the highest 
in the nation. (The current federal minimum wage of $7.25 
was set way back in 2008). While that may seem like a lot of 
money, business owners and government officials should check 
the MIT Living Wage calculator for Urban Honolulu [https://
livingwage.mit.edu/metros/46520] and find how much Hawaii 
people – single, couple without children, and couples (one or 
both working) with one or more dependent children – need to be 
paid in order to live and work in the most expensive location in 
the U.S. And according to a pre-pandemic (May 2019) Federal 
Reserve survey, 40% of Americans don’t have $400.00 in 
the bank for an emergency. Keep those figures in mind when 
complaining about the homeless.
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May 17  •  Tue 
Executive Committee Meeting
Finance Factors – 6:00 p.m.

May 18  •  Wed 
Wen’s Retirement Banquet
Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant 
6:00 p.m.

May 30  •  Mon 
Memorial Day

May 31  •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Simply Sichuan– 12:00 p.m.

Jun 20  •  Mon
Juneteenth Independence Day
  
Jun 21  •  Tue 
Executive Committee Meeting
Chamber Office – 6:00 p.m.

Jun 25  •  Sat 
Chinatown Graffiti Clean Up
Aala Park – 9:00 a.m.

Jun 28  •  Tue 
Board of Directors Meeting
Simply Sichuan – 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events
As the English duo, Chad and Jeremy, sang in their 1964 hit, “A Summer Song”: “They 
say that all good things must end some day,” so too does a person’s job tenure – long or 
short – come to an end. In the case of the Chamber’s executive vice president, Wen Chung 
Lin, he’s retiring after more than three decades of dedicated service, beginning in the 
early 1990s. The Chinese Chamber will be holding a retirement party for Wen at the Jade 
Dynasty Seafood Restaurant on Wed., May 18.
 Wen’s successor is Shengri “Sonny” Zhang. His tenure as executive vice president 
officially began on Monday, May 2, with a one month transition. Sonny was with the Bank 
of Hawaii from June 2008 to September 2016 and then was Medvalues Health managing 
director from September 2016 to his joining the Chamber as executive vice president. 
He has a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Notre Dame, 
conferred prior to his joining Bank of Hawaii in 2008. Welcome, Sonny, and we look 
forward to working with you.

Member News
Former 2008 Narcissus Second Princess Leilani Soon wrote an op-ed piece, “Mandate 
keeps great employees grounded,” that appeared in the May 15 Honolulu Star-Advertiser. 
Lani has been employed as a Hawaiian Airlines flight attendant, but is now on unpaid leave 
or been terminated, like some 270 other HAL employees who, after a company-imposed 
COVID-19 vaccine mandate, were unable to take the vaccination for religious or health 
reasons. Up to Jan. 4, 2022, she and the other employees were tested weekly and wearing 
masks while in-flight. To add insult to injury, HAL is looking for more employees as well 
as contesting the unemployment claims and freezing the 401(k) accounts of this small 
group of dedicated employees.

Condolences
Newman Pei passed away on Jan. 23, 2022, at the age of 100. He was born in Hong Kong, 
raised and schooled in Shanghai, and came to Hawaii in 1959. Newman was active with 
the Chinese Chamber for many years and served as President in 1978. He was honored by 
the United Chinese Society as its 1992 Model Father of the Year. Newman is survived by 
sons Edward (also a Chamber President), Paul, and Eugene. Our deepest condolences to 
the family.


