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Chamber Christmas Party Report
by Michael Young

On Thursday, December 17, the Chinese Chamber
held a “drive-through Christmas party” at Yung
Yee Kee Dim Sum Restaurant, 1411 Kapiolani
Boulevard. The drive-through was necessitated by
the COVID-19 social distance restrictions in
effect in Honolulu. Chamber officers, directors,
and members participated, either handing out the
dim sum box lunches, raffle prizes, and gift bags
to those driving-through while other members
drove through to drop off a donation for “Toys for
Tots” and to pick up their box lunches. Missing

CGM Update

by Michele Choy

The Chinese American WWII Veterans Recognition Project enters its fifth year, anticipating the
award of bronze duplicates of the Congressional
Gold Medal to over 3,000 veterans who have
applied and been confirmed for this honor. While
the current pandemic has caused us to extend this
project into 2021, we have been prudent stewards
in modifying the in-person presentation through
the combined efforts of our committee members
and many of you.
However, while the project will continue to
accept applications and information about veterans
for the historical record as long as the Chinese
American WWII Veterans Recognition Project
Web site (https://www.caww2.org/campaign-1/)
remains active, the decision has been made to
discontinue the award of a “no-cost” bronze duplicate medal for applications received after Sunday,

from the 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. event were
the usual Christmas carols and brain-teaser games.
Party chair Mike Young and committee
members Elvira Lo, Michele Choy, Jonathan
Cook, Sherman Wong, and Kristen Pereira
worked hard rounding up raffle prizes and items
for the gift bags that were then handed out to
members as well as collecting donations for “Toys
for Tots.” Narcissus Queen Jamie Lee and her
court were available for photos with members
who took time to stop. And of course, there was
the Christmas music and socially distanced camaraderie. Under the novel circumstances, a good
time was had by all.

February 28, 11:59:59 p.m. EST. Applications
received after that date may still be reviewed for
inclusion of the veteran’s name on the CAWW Web
site. Please note that the veteran and/or family must
make their own arrangements to purchase their
bronze duplicate CGM directly from the U.S. Mint
(https://catalog.usmint.gov/medals/military/?cm_m
mc=infosite-_-coin+medal+page-_-chinese+american+veterans-_-medals). The bronze duplicates are
available in 3- and 1-1/2 inch sizes.
If you know of any living WWII veteran who
may not make it to the regional award celebration
in September or October (if the COVID vaccine
distribution goes okay), please contact Robert
Lee (bobleehnl@msn.com) or Stephen Tom
(stephentom2000@aol.com) as soon as possible
so that the veteran can be presented with a bronze
duplicate CGM.

PRESIDENT’S

President
Elvira Lo

Happy New Year! As we celebrated the
western New Year on Friday, January 1,
2021, the Chinese New Year will start
on Friday, February 12. According to
the Chinese zodiac, this is the Year of a
metal Ox. The lucky color is white and
we hope it will bring us a lot of positive
energy.
As usual, December is a very busy
month for everyone. The Chinese
Chamber had a noontime “drivethrough” Christmas Party on Thursday,
December 17, and it was a great success. Thank you to Chair Michael
Young and the committee members
(Elvira Lo, Michele Choy, Jonathan
Cook, Sherman Wong, and Kristen
Pereira) who put together the event,
with donation of the grab bag gifts,
prizes for raffle tickets, Toys for Tots
donations, dim sum lunch box provided
by Yung Yee Kee Dim Sum Restaurant,
and Kona Center, which provided the
drive-through venue, with security service to direct traffic, in order for the
Chamber to host this event.
See the attached event program, a
big mahalo to Michael Young and his

MESSAGE

committee members. We shared an opportunity to deliver fun and smiling, happy faces
for this holidays. We were so glad that the Narcissus Queen and Court were able to join
the Christmas party and help with giving out gifts, and receiving the toy donations.
Ladies, everyone really enjoyed seeing you and your cheerful energy.
Our Narcissus Fourth Princess Vanessa Wong graduated from Hawaii Pacific University Business School on Saturday, December 12. She was the valedictory speaker for
HPU’s Fall 2020 commencement. Congratulations and we are so proud of you.
The Congressional Gold Medal for Chinese-American WWII veterans virtual ceremony was held on Wednesday, December 9, via live streaming at 10:00 a.m., Hawaii
time. Everyone was invited by Major General (Retired) Robert Lee to join this virtual
event. It was an impressive ceremony, with Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi congratulating the veterans and their families. General Lee also gave a speech toward the
end of the ceremony.
The See Dai Doo Society’s virtual installation was held on Friday, January 1, 2021.
Congratulations to President Kevin Chun and Vice President Wendy Mow. Thank you
to Leonard Kam, a Chamber past president, who coordinated this ceremony. I was able
to congratulate the new President and his board at the virtual installation.
Then on Saturday, January 2, Rick Blangiardi was sworn in as the 15th mayor of
Honolulu. He will be leading the City during the current challenging health and economic situation. The great news is that three vaccines have been approved and distribution and vaccinations began nation-wide in December. The State will handle distribution
to the counties.
Phase 1a started in December and is ongoing. It includes approximately 40,000
front-line healthcare workers and about 10,000 people in long term care facilities. Phase
1b is also underway and will continue through March. It includes about 109,000 residents 75 and older as well as 50,000 front-line essential workers. Phase 1c is scheduled
to begin in March and includes residents 65 and over, those at risk of severe symptoms
of COVID-19, and essential workers. This group includes 400,000 people. Phase 2 and
3 include all population and will start this summer.
Hawaii’s state economists’ believe conditions will dramatically improve later this
year even though the negative financial effects of the pandemic may still be around. As
for the Chinese Chamber, we look forward to resuming all Narcissus Festival events
once we have government permission. For now, I would urge all of you to remain hopeful for 2021.
The Chinese Chamber recently received monetary donations from Kung Sheong
Doo Society; the Larry and Beatrice Ching Foundation, Loyalty Development Co.,
Ltd,; the Finance Factors Foundation; and Peter Young from the East-West Center. We
really appreciate your generosity and kindness during this challenging pandemic, which
has impacted our sources of income from events and fund-raising activities.
Again, much mahalo and thanks a million for your continued support to and longterm friendship for the Chinese Chamber.

CHAMBER
After months of
physical distancing,
the 2020 Narcissus
Queen and Court
reunited to support
Family Programs
Hawaii. The girls
volunteered for the
program’s 22nd
Annual Drive-by
Holiday Party and
spread Christmas
cheer by distributing
gifts to foster keiki.
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Even the pandemic could not stop the Chinese Chamber of Commerce from spreading the holiday cheer!
This year, the organization celebrated safely with a drive-by luncheon. The 2020 Narcissus Queen and
Court helped by delivering lunch plates to chamber members in their vehicles, collecting donations for Toys
for Tots and waving holiday signs to greet guests.
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For the Foodies

On December 2, McDonald’s nationally and in Hawaii re-introduced its McRib sandwiches “for a limited time” nationally at
its 14,400 locations or stores. Originally introduced in 1981, the
sandwich was available regionally from time to time. Such
“seasonal offerings” give customers a reason to stop to order,
thereby causing long lines at fast food chains’ stores; with pandemic-caused social distancing, however, that’s not recommended. (Remember the lines last year when Popeye’s introduced its classic or spicy fried chicken sandwiches?). In
September, again “for a limited time,” McDonald’s offered
spicy Chicken McNuggets, which weren’t particularly spicy.
(At Taco Bell, customers can take their pick of sauce packets,
ranging from mild, hot, Fire! and Diablo). In 2021, McDonald’s
will be testing its non-meat “McPlant” burger in “key markets”
in the U.S., and according to USA Today, will also be introducing three chicken sandwiches on February 24: a Spicy sandwich, a Crispy Chicken Sandwich, and a Deluxe Chicken
Sandwich. Looks like the Chicken Sandwich War of 2019 will
resume, according to CNN, with KFC’s quarter-pound chicken
breast, and Shake Shake’s Korean-infuenced chicken sandwich
competing with McDonald’s new offerings.
Meanwhile, things are cooking (in a manner of speaking) at
L & L Hawaiian Barbecue. Eddie and Elaine Flores recently
donated $25,000.00 and 120 $20.00 gift cards to the Palolo
Chinese Home. The staff have done a fantastic job taking care of
the residents amid the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Also, once again, L & L is recognizing the upcoming Chinese
New Year, which starts on Friday, February 12, with a Year of
the Ox t-shirt. They are available in sizes Small to 2XL and the
cost is $10.00 at the L & L corporate offices, Suite 202, 931
University Avenue. The t-shirts will be available until Friday,
February 27, or while supplies last.

(L-R)
Eddie Flores,
Elaine Flores,
Elisia Flores,
Andrew Lee,
Darlene Nakayama,
Eric Batalon.

The Congressional Gold Medal for Chinese American WWII virtual ceremony
was on Dec 9, 2020

General Lee also gave his speech towards the end of the CGM
for Chinese American WWII virtual ceremony.

 

 
  



   

  


   

    



     

 
 
  ! "" #$#"
"#%$$&'%$$ ( )
$ 

!

  ! "" #$#"
> 6?     )
> 63   





- 

  , 

  
 -- , 
 , (
(- ,   
  (
!  <    
! 

0  , --  
+ , 
,   
,  -@

 
 -, (  - &  -   
   --     !     -   -  6      *+ 7  
  
 2  !   
 ,      
   (,         
 ,& &
,  ,    , 
  
    , (( ,
-  (   
   )&0         - 2 ,   8,,
  
- , (    (        
(!,   -
 (,   0  ,-  2
(,--   --  ,-  7     7 
-   ,  ! (- ,    
  
/
   0  0-    ,-!  

     !     !  9$$   ,
  , ((  ((!      
 &
    !-            !

-- -   2 - &(   ( ,  
,    ,    :          
(    
    !  ;   
, - ,     &(         
 
 , 
 <  

   -   *+     !
 
 - 
 8- <       
      -   

)  = 

  

 <


0  ),

,   0    - 0 
(        

   

  

 *+   ,   -- . ,  (- / 0  ,-  *+   -
 (- 1,    -  ,-    ,,, ,  ! 
 2       !  
            -  2     - 2   
  !  ,          -  !  3-- 
,  
     2  !-    
  -  3
2   (      !       2  3 4,-
  (     
    - -    ( 
 2 - ,--   (2  -
 (   
0  . , 
%55,    5. ,5

Lantern, December 2020 & January 2021 | 3

CHAMBER

NEWS

&

ACTIVITIES

COVID-19 Update

January 1, 2021 was the start of a new year, but it also marked
a grim milestone: To date, 20 million Americans (about 6% of
the U.S. population) have been infected by the SARS2-CoV-2
virus and two days later, 350,000 (and counting) have died due
to COVID-19 or complications due to COVID-19. Since the
first U.S. case on January 20, there has been lots of talk about
“COVID, COVID, COVID” that was supposed to magically
disappear with warmer weather in April or could be handled by
unproven nostrums like hydroxychloroquine, injections of
bleach or disinfectant, insertion of strong UV light into the body
or even ingestion of oleandrin. The chief executive’s goal was
to “downplay” the deadly novel coronavirus (nCoV) so that
there would not be a “panic created.” (For those familiar with
U.S. history, since the Articles of Confederation and the threeyear long Panic of 1795, there have been 47 recessions, alone or
in combination with financial panics).
Instead, the death toll has continued to mount since the first
U.S. death on February 29, 2020. From the beginning, the goal
of health experts has been to “flatten the curve” of new cases.
However, a look at the chart in The Washington Post’s daily
cases graph shows that after surges in the spring, summer, and
fall in the U.S., the intervening troughs have been higher than
the preceding one: higher highs and higher lows, showing the
deadly spread of the coronavirus. Instead of a national plan and
in an express rejection of central government responsibility, the
states were repeatedly told that they were on their own, with
respect to getting personal protective equipment (PPE), ventilators (every one of 45 Russian-made ventilators was defective),
and other desperately needed supplies and equipment for
swamped ICUs, through the summer, with a continuing lack of
those supplies and funding into the fall, and then in midDecember when supplies of two vaccines were essentially
dumped onto the states to distribute and administer. And yet in
Congress, particularly the Senate, there was an unwillingness to
connect-the dots (“blue” and “red” states have varying infection, hospitalization, and death rates; NONE is unaffected, even
Kentucky) and a refusal to provide funds to state and local
government.
Then a neuroradiologist, who strongly advocated a donothing regime in order to achieve “herd immunity,” through a
large portion of the population becoming infected, became a
short-term White House adviser. This approach of “business as
usual” was followed by Sweden, and recent reports indicate that
infections and economic effects were essentially the same as its
neighbors, which had used lock-downs, extensive testing and
contact tracing, and mitigating measures like face masks and
social distancing. According to a mid-November OECD study,
Sweden consistently ranked among the hardest hit European
nations and Bloomberg reported late in November that Sweden
had seen no signs that its path to non-vaccine herd immunity
was stopping the virus.
More recently, according to the December 24 New York
Times, Dr. Anthony Fauci now believes that the U.S. needs to
reach an 85% herd immunity threshold (HIT) as researchers in
the U.S. have re-analyzed European data from last spring and
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concluded that the HIT is far higher than the 70% previously
thought. If some 20 million Americans have been infected and
about 4 million more have received the first doses of the two
MRNA vaccines, that’s just over 7% of the U.S. population, and
unless the pace of immunizations is drastically sped up, some
semblance of “normalcy” will be a long time coming, in 2021
or perhaps 2022. (According to Dr. Leana Wen, in a December
29 Washington Post op-ed., at the current rate, immunization
immunity would take an astounding ten years!
As it stands now, there has been a lot of “big talk” since
Operation Warp Speed (OWS) was announced last March 11. At
the time, the goal of OWS was to produce and deliver 300 million doses of safe and effective vaccines by January 21, 2021.
The rest of 2020 was spent in periodically “moving the goal
posts” and lowering the number of doses that would be delivered. In late November, the number was down to 40 million, and
in mid-December, it was announced that 20 million doses
would be delivered by “the first week of January.” As for 20
million actual vaccinations by December 31, CDC announced
that as of January 2, only 4.28 million people had “gotten a jab.”
So as Pulitzer Prize-winning Los Angeles Times reporter
Michael Hiltzik characterized it, the 2020 vaccine rollout has
been “an utter fiasco.”
And if the covonavirus situation wasn’t grim enough,
there’s a new “wild card,” a more easily transmissible variant of
SARS-CoV-2 that first broke out in the UK (the “British flu”
perhaps?) and has been reported in several mainland states and
experts fear it may become the dominant strain. In that regard,
given the low level of vaccinated Americans, Dr. Fauci has reiterated the advice since early in 2020: “The best way to counter
this is to do the public health measures that prevent spread.” In
other words, the three tried-and-true Ws: wear your masks to
cover your mouth and nose; watch your social distancing; and
wash your hands frequently.
And while we are going through a “dark winter” period of
increasing new cases, hospitalizations, and deaths, there is room
for optimism. On January 21, there will at last be a fact- and science-based national regimen with Dr. Fauci playing a prominent role. Americans should have confidence that when the government health agencies make announcements and give advice,
it science- and fact-based and can be relied on. As it is, while
the number of Americans who have been vaccinated will
increase over the coming months, we should remember that
with a two-shot regimen with the currently approved vaccines,
that does not mean even the vaccinated can dispense with their
face mask and cease social distancing and hand washing.
Immunity doesn’t come immediately, so that even with the first
shot, it’s possible to be infected right before or after the shot.
With the second shot, it still takes several weeks to reach immunity, and even then a vaccinated person can still infect others.
And CDC Director Robert Redfield testified at a Senate hearing last summer that NO vaccine confers 100% immunity, so
that a face mask offered him more protection, and the CDC has
recently advised that people without symptoms still spread 59%
of all transmissions.
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“Fortune Teller, Can You See ...”

Back in 1962, “Fortune Teller” was a hit song by Bobby
Curtola, opening with “Fortune teller, can you see/what my
future’s going to be ...” On January 25, 2020, a Year of the Rat
began, and unknown to billions of people around the world, there
was an outbreak of a new coronavirus or “novel coronavirus” in
Wuhan and a couple of other locations in Hubei province. By
January 20, the first cases were reported in the U.S. and South
Korea; how the respective governments responded will likely be
the subject of books and investigations in the next few years.
As the Year of the Rat began in 2020, the U.S. had slowly
and painfully recovered from a financial crisis and deep recession, together making up the Great Recession of 2007-2009.
The economy and stock market had both recovered from their
lows in the spring of 2009, although the metrics indicated an
economic slowing. According to CNBC figures, just after
reaching a record high on February 19 and the eleventh anniversary of a bull market, the “coronavirus crash” occurred and the
markets crashed 28% on March 25. For much of the year, due
to the disjointed government response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the stock markets were quite volatile (suffering another
drop on October 28) although those invested in equities did
quite well. (One should note that many Americans do not own
stocks and that the top 10% owns 84% of all stocks owned by
households and the top 1% owns 50%).
In 2021, the Year of the Ox will begin on Friday, February
12. The year promises to be one for hard work and rebuilding,
appropriate in view of about half of the 22 million Americans
who lost their jobs (and employer-provided health insurance) in
March and April are still unemployed, and thousands of business closing or holding on for dear life last year. Moody’s
Analytics chief economist Mark Zandi predicts that those jobs
(and 8.6 million more) won’t be recovered until the second half
of 2022, if not later.
09/24

12/02

01/18

Reed Richardson, Mediaite – Moody’s Analytics says
best outcome is Biden win and Dem controlled
Congress: 18.6 million jobs, “full employment,” and
unemployment at 4% by second half of 2022

Kate Duffy, Bus. Insider – Moody’s Analytics chief
economist Mark Zandy predicts it may take until 2024
for jobs to be regained; industries hardest hit include
retail, leisure, hospitality, and recreational activities

Charles Isidore, CNN business – still nearly 10 million
out of 22 million who lost jobs last year are still unemployed; Moody’s predicts those jobs won’t be recovered until 2022

However, all is not doom-and-gloom, with Nobel economics laureate Paul Krugman predicting in his December 31 New York
Times column that there will be a sustained economic recovery
(rather than a double-dip recession) once vaccines are rolled out
(caveat: that may not be until the second or third quarter, so don’t
throw away your stash of face masks). In addition, history shows
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that since 1947, the economy and stock market have both done better under Democratic presidents, who are busily cleaning up the
fiscal mess created by their predecessors. (Another historical fact:
EVERY first-term Republican president since Theodore Roosevelt
– and the Panic of 1907 – has had a recession or financial crisis,
with the biggest in 1929-32 and 2020).
So with the start of a new year and the prospect of a new
president on January 20 as well as the new 117th Congress on
January 3, forecasting for the next twelve months is like “looking through a glass, darkly.” The stock market has resumed its
bullish ways since the hiccup on October 28 last year. There are
some who are concerned that there may be a “bubble” in the
markets, but the markets are forward-looking, and many are
optimistic that with wider availability of COVID-19 vaccines
and more Americans being vaccinated, some semblance of “normality” can be restored by mid-2021. At the same time, even for
those who have been vaccinated, the “new normal” means continued use of masks (properly worn to cover the mouth and
nose), social distancing, and hand hygiene. (In Asia, after the
outbreak of SARS in 2002-2004 and MERS in 2012, people
became accustomed to wearing face masks, unlike some
Americans who believe that wearing a mask is a matter of “personal choice” that should not be dictated by the government). It
may be that by mid-2021, the flow of money from the $902 billion December COVID-19 relief act can help medium and small
businesses survive. And it may be that yet another relief bill will
be needed if COVID-19 has not been brought under control by
then. We’ll just have to wait and see.

COVID-19 Relief Bill

After months of delay and jockeying around on (1) how much
relief funds were needed by state and local governments and (2)
whether companies should be shielded from liability if their
employees contracted SARS-CoV-2, then a last minute roadblock over whether most Americans should receive either a $600
or $2000 “stimulus” check, the relief bill was belatedly signed on
December 27. Apparently, a “stable genius” and Wharton
Business School graduate could not understand that the FY 2021
$1.4 trillion spending bill and the $900 billion COVID-19 relief
bill had been combined by Congress into a $2.3 trillion 5,593page whopper. This amount is second only to the $2 trillion
CARES Act of 2020, and given the current state of the economy,
with some 10 million consumers still unemployed, another huge
relief bill will likely be needed in 2021.
Late last year and continuing into 2021, a major bone of contention has been whether a relatively puny one-time “stimulus”
payment (which won’t go far even for an unemployed person’s
monthly bills) should be $600 or $2,000 (an additional $1,400
would go out to recipients). A December 29 Washington Post editorial said that the larger amount was a bad idea, and the conservative American Enterprise Institute (AEI) calculated that $600 would
benefit 85% of Americans while $2,000 would benefit 94%.
(Remember that the current economic crisis affects only a small
minority of Americans – some 10 million or more out of a total population of over 330 million Americans – primarily service workers).
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Happy Year of the Ox!
Feb 12 • Fri
Chinese New Year Day

The Los Angeles Times editorialized on December 22 that the $600 checks were “too little for some, too much for many” and were “the least efficient and most poorly targeted element of the bill.”
Also, on December 29, the Los Angeles Times again editorialized that most recipients
didn’t need it and that the total amount of $166 billion was about what the cash-strapped state
and local governments so desperately need. Finally, according to a December 30 New York
Times article, most Americans were expected to save, not spend the $600 check.
At this point, while most Amricans will receive $600, it remains to be seen whether there
will be an additional $1,400 coming in the new year. Stay tuned to see whether the federal
government will be overly generous or more careful, targeting money to those who need it the
most and (coincidentally) go out and spend it, thereby boosting the economy.

Feb 15 • Mon
President’s Day
Feb 16 • Tue
Executive Committee Meeting
Google Virtual Meet – 6:00 p.m.
Feb 23 • Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Google Virtual Meet – 12:00 p.m.
Mar 5 • Fri
General Election of Board of Directors
Mar 23 • Tue
Executive Committee Meeting
Google Virtual Meet – 6:00 p.m.

Congratulation to Vanessa Wong 4th Princess graduated
from HPU Business School on Dec 12 and she was the
Valedictory Speaker for Hawaii Pacific University's Fall 2020
Commencement. We are proud of you.

Mar 26 • Fri
Board of Directors Meeting
Election of 2021-2022 New Officers
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Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii
8 South King Street • Suite 201
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
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See Dai Doo Society virtual installation on 1st January,
2021, Congratulations to President Kevin Chun and Vice
President Wendy Mow.

