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Tea Seminar
and Dinner
A new trend in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, and Macau is coming to
Honolulu. On Monday, July 21, the
Chinese Chamber is sponsoring a
tea-tasting seminar and tea-pairing
dinner

at

the

Jade

Dynasty

Installation Dinner

Restaurant, from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m.

On Thursday, May 29, at the Empress Restaurant, Chamber members, families, and friends (including quite a few politicians, this
being an election year) gathered for a sumptuous seven-course
dinner. The traditional lion dance got the evening off to a rousing
start. Brief pre-dinner remarks were made by Gov. Neil
Abercrombie and Mayor Kirk Caldwell, and the post-dinner
program included awards: Outstanding Narcissus Festival
Volunteer – Gayle Lau; Outstanding Chamber Volunteer – Danny
Auyoung; Outstanding Business Person – John Hui; and
Lifetime Achievement Award – Kwock Nam Lau. (The latter was
particularly well deserved since Kwock Nam has been a long-time
member of the Chamber board and a dedicated supporter of the
Chamber and its activities). Following installation of Chamber
officers for 2014-2015, President Robert Yu delivered his inaugural address. (A very brief summary of Robert’s address is contained in his President’s Message in this issue of the Lantern).
Xiexie/dow jie to Platinum Sponsor Douglas Ho and the Beatrice
Young Foundation and Silver Sponsors Joseph Hu, Linda Louie,
and Omeo Fan and Coldwell Banker Pacific Properties’ Team
China for their support, and to master of ceremonies Alvin Wong
for keeping things moving. (A photo of President Robert Yu,
Douglas Ho, and 2014 Narcissus Queen Brittany Lee appeared in
the June 3 Honolulu Star-Advertiser).

tasting of some award-winning tea

Taste of Hawaii
According to a story by Allison Schaefers in the May 26 Honolulu
Star-Advertiser, “Industries from isles will charm Capitol Hill,”
the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii is organizing Hawaii companies to visit Washington, D.C. on July 22 and 23. This is seen as
an opportunity to showcase their wares for congressional delegations, including Hawaii’s, congressional committee members,
senior staffers, and various federal officials and to demonstrate that
Hawaii is more than just tourism. At the time of the article’s publication, 15 companies were confirmed and the goal is to have at
least 25 companies. Even if you cannot take a booth in D.C., it’s
apparently possible to ship some of your goods for distribution at
the show. For more information, check “Hawaii on the Hill” at the
Chamber Web site (cochawaii.org) or contact Vice President of
communications and marketing Lori Abe right away at 380-2605.

Registration starts at 5:30, the teablends and seminar conducted by
Tea Master Andrew Lau will run
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., and the
nine-course Chinese tea-pairing
dinner will be from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. While the seminar and dinner
are available separately, there is
also a discounted package price as
well as “premium” package for
seating at the seminar and dinner.
Those interested should RSVP by
July 1 for the best seating. To make
reservations, beginning June 9, or
for more information, contact the
Chamber at 533-3181.

PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

am honored to serve as president of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of
Hawaii. On behalf of the members of the Chamber, I would like to thank outgoing president Betty Brow. Under her leadership and direction, the Chamber
made great strides in a number of areas that benefitted our membership and the community. Throughout her term, Betty has represented the Chamber and the Chinese
community with style and grace.
In the coming year, the executive board and I will continue to execute the
Chamber’s mission. We will focus on expanding and adding value to our membership, developing programs to foster business relationships, getting involved in the
community, and further promoting economic and cultural relationships with Chinese
communities here and abroad.
But to do this, we need your help. To our members, to our friends in the 100-plus
Chinese societies and associations, I invite all of you to join in and partner with us to
expand business opportunities and to help perpetuate the Chinese culture. Let’s work
together to support each other and promote a positive presence through commercial,
charitable, cultural, and educational activities that benefit all.
I look forward to working with you in this endeavor over the next year.

I
President
Robert Yu

CHAMBER NEWS & ACTIVITIES

2016 IUCN World
Conservation Congress
On May 21, Gov. Neil Abercrombie
announced that the International Union
for Conservation of Nature had selected
Honolulu as host city for its September,
2016, World Conservation Congress.
It’s estimated that some 8,000 delegates
from 160 nations will come for the
meetings, and could spend around $37.7
million and pay $3.6 million in tax revenues. Founded in 1948, this is the first
time that the IUCN has ever held its
congress in the U.S. In 2012, then-Lieutenant Governor Brian Schatz traveled
to Jeju, South Korea, to make a presentation at the last World Conservation
Congress on holding the 2016 congress
in Hawaii. Then in February, 2013, as
Hawaii’s senior senator and chair of the
Water and Power subcommittee of the
Senate committee on the Energy and
Natural Resources committee, he lobbied Secretary of State John Kerry and
other State Department officials to support Hawaii’s bid. Seven large conservation groups, led by the Sierra Club and
the National Wildlife Federation, supported Hawaii’s bid. An IUCN selection
committee visited Hawaii for a week
last year and narrowed eight possible
sites down to Honolulu and Istanbul,
Turkey.
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66th Narcissus Queen Search
The search for contestants for the 66th annual Narcissus Pageant is on. Qualifications for
contestants are: Must have a minimum of 25% Chinese ethnicity; Single (never been
married or given birth to a child); Must be 19 to 26 years of age on pageant date (January
10, 2015); and A resident of Hawaii for at least twelve months prior to pageant. If you
know of any young women meeting those qualifications and is interested in competing
in the Pageant, please have them contact the Chamber office at 533-3181 or info@
chinesechamber.com.

Installation Dinner
Above: Outstanding Narcissus Festival
Volunteer – Gayle Lau; Lifetime Achievement
Award – Kwock Nam Lau; Outstanding
Business Person – John Hui; and Outstanding
Chamber Volunteer – Danny Auyoung.

CHAMBER NEWS & ACTIVITIES

ACA
Update

Betty Brow receives Overseas Chinese Association Paradigm Award from Vice
Minister Tan Tianxing, OCAO of the State Council, PRC, at the 7th conference for
Friendship of Overseas Chinese Associations.

Minimum Wage Law Signed
On Friday, May 23, Gov. Neil Abercrombie signed Senate bill No.
2609, “relating to minimum wage.” Act 82 will incrementally
increase the state minimum wage to $10.10 over the next four years.
The minimum wage will increase from $7.25 to $7.75 on January 1,
2015, $8.50 on January 1, 2016, $9.25 on January 1, 2017, and reach
$10.10 on January 1, 2018. Also affected is the so-called tip credit
(now 25-cents, rising to 50-cents in 2015) applicable to the pay of
tipped workers, who earn at least $7.00 an hour above the minimum
wage. According to a May 24 story by Derrick DePledge, in the
Honolulu Star-Advertiser, “Governor signs off on rise in wage,”
only 2.2% of Hawaii workers earn the minimum wage, but 6.2% of
workers hold multiple jobs, trying to make ends meet.
“Food and restaurant interests” (presumably the Hawaii
Restaurant Association) opposed the measure, citing arguments
of job losses, fewer seasonal job hires, increases food prices, and
reduced hours or worker benefits. The governor responded that
the same arguments have been heard time and again over the
years, and while the minimum wage may be a survival wage elsewhere, Hawaii is so expensive that it’s “not a survival wage ... in
Hawaii.” (At the current $7.25 minimum wage, working 40 hours
a week, 52 weeks a year, garners a grand total of $15,080.00, and
the federal poverty line for a family of three, say a parent and two
children, in Hawaii is $22,760!).
According to the Center for American Progress, raising the
minimum wage nationally to $10.10 an hour would benefit people
of color a total of $16.8 billion: Hispanic ($8.5 billion), black ($5.2
billion), and Asian ($2.4 billion). (For those who don’t know, for
decades, the U.S. has been a consumer economy with nearly 70%
of GDP accounted for by consumers, so if consumers can’t afford
to spend, it adversely affects the economy). Meanwhile, cities and
towns are not waiting for federal or state action. On November 26,
2012, a minimum wage ordinance was passed by the San Jose,
California, city council, mandating a $10.00 per hour minimum
wage, effective March 1, 2013, with annual cost-of-living increases. According to various press reports from the San Jose Mercury,
the Wall Street Journal, and others, the increase has been successful, with increases in the number of businesses and employment.
Meanwhile, there is a “15 Now” movement across the country, and
earlier this week, Seattle passed a $15.00 minimum wage ordinance, phased in over three to seven years, depending on business
size. (That would generate annual earnings of $31,200, $8,440.00
above the Hawaii poverty line, increasing the amount available for
the worker’s food, shelter, transportation, and medical.)

Stephen Nii, owner of Nii Superette in Waipahu, wrote an op-ed
in the Tuesday, May 27 Star-Advertiser,“Small business owners
can benefit from the Connector.” Mr. Nii provides health care
insurance for 15 full- and part-time employees. He specifically
mentioned the ease and ability to comparison shop, even with the
problematic Hawaii Health Connector Web site. When Mr. Nii emailed for help, he got a response the next day, and Oahu program
specialist Puanani Crabbe visited his business to give in-person,
hands-on assistance in selecting and applying for affordable health
insurance coverage. So if you are a small business owner (less
than 25 “full-time equivalent” employees, averaging pay of about
$50,000.00 per year or less), you may want to check on the Small
Business Health Options Plan (SHOP) and the Small Business
Health Care Tax Credit, either online (www.hawaiihealthconnector.com) or by calling 1-877-628-5076.

Condolences and Sympathies
Edward Au passed away on Saturday, May 10. He served as
1987-88 Chamber president and was an emeritus director.
Eddie joined the Chamber in May, 1978. Funeral services will
be held on Friday, June 13, at the Nuuanu Mortuary. Visitation
is from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The Chamber plans a group
tribute at 10:00 a.m. If you can make it, please call the Chamber
office at 533-3181. Our deepest condolences to his family.
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Happy Home Care
- Min Liu - Honolulu
Bonded Service Provider
Clean Living Areas, Shopping & Cooked Meals,
Room Arrangement & Decor
Tel - English 808-639-7129
Tel - Mandarin 808-639-6837
E-mail: liumin19700 @ 163.com
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MEMBER NEWS
Stanford Yuen has been selected as the

L &L president and CEO Eddie Flores, Jr. was quoted in the article, stating that com-

United Chinese Society’s 2014 Model

postable containers cost about 40 cents compared to 13 cents for foam containers. In addi-

Father of the Year. He will be honored at

tion, durable containers are needed for items with a lot of gravy like loco moco or L & L’s

the UCS Model Mother and Father ban-

signature chicken katsu in curry sauce. A question that was neither asked nor answered

quet at the Empress Restaurant on Sunday,

was whether the supposedly biodegradable compostable containers actually decompose

June 22.

when buried deep in a landfill. (As many members may know, Stanley is one of six can-

A story by Gordon Pang, in the

didates in the August 9 Democratic primary for the Congressional District 1 (CD 1) nom-

Thursday, May 29, Honolulu Star-

ination. On April 25, in “Wild 2014 Hawaii Election Predictions,” Honolulu magazine’s

Advertiser, “Bill would ban foam takeout

Loren Moreno wrote that UH Manoa political science professor Colin Moore picked

boxes,” covered a bill introduced by

Stanley to “pull a Tulsi,” seemingly coming out of nowhere to win the nomination).

Councilman Stanley Chang. Under cur-

PacRim Marketing Group founder, president,

rent law, food vendors can use foam

and CEO Dave Erdman is on the cover of the May

(expanded polystyrene) containers that do

issue of Hawaii Business. He was recently selected

not contain chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

as the Small Business Administration’s (SBA)

Under Bill 40, as introduced, however,

Hawaii Region 2014 Small Business Person of the

all food containers must be compostable.

Year. Dave and his family traveled to Washington,
D.C. for National Small Business Week, May 12-16.
Coincidentally, the Star-Advertiser’s “Name in the

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

News” on May 30 was SBA district director Jane
Sawyer. (Long-time Chamber members may

June 2

Mon

2014 Narcissus Queen Goodwill
Tour departure

June 14

Sat

2014 Narcissus Queen Goodwill
Tour return

June 15

Sun

Father’s Day

June 17

Tue

Executive Board Meeting
Chamber Office – 6:00 p.m.

June 24

Tue

Board of Directors Meeting
Empress Restaurant – 12:00 p.m.

July 4

Fri

Independence Day

remember that in 2002, Ba-Le Inc. owner Thanh
Quoc Lam was selected first as the SBA’s regional
Entrepreneur of the Year and then SBA’s national
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ADVERTISING
RATES

Chamber members wishing to publicize their services or goods to our
300-plus members should be aware
of the following rates: $150.00 fullpage, $75.00 half-page, $40.00
quarter-page, and $25.00 for business card-size ads. To run your ad,
contact the Chamber at 533-3181.

Small Business Person of the Year).
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